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H 1569. 1

HOUSE BI LL 1997

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Session
By Representatives Pearson and Kristiansen

Read first tinme 02/05/2007. Referred to Commttee on Comrmerce & Labor.

AN ACT Relating to nedical providers receiving paynent for
aut horized treatnment in industrial insurance clains; and anmendi ng RCW
51. 36. 080.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW 51.36.080 and 1998 c 245 s 104 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) Al fees and nedical charges under this title shall conformto
the fee schedul e established by the director and shall be paid within

sixty days of receipt by the departnent of a proper billing in the form
prescri bed by departnment rule or sixty days after the claimis all owed
by final order or judgnment, if an otherw se proper billing is received

by the departnent prior to final adjudication of claimallowance. The
departnent shall pay interest at the rate of one percent per nonth, but
at | east one dollar per nonth, whenever the paynent period exceeds the
applicabl e sixty-day period on all proper fees and nedi cal charges.

Beginning in fiscal year 1987, interest paynents under this
subsection may be paid only fromfunds appropriated to the departnent
for adm nistrative purposes.
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Nothing in this section nay be construed to require the paynent of

interest on any billing, fee, or charge if the industrial insurance
claimon which the billing, fee, or charge is predicated is ultimately
rejected or the billing, fee, or charge is otherwise not allowable

unl ess the departnent has authorized the treatnent in witing prior to
rejecting the claim |If the departnent authorizes treatnent in witing

for a claim that is subsequently rejected by the departnent, the
departnent shall, at no cost to the enployer, reinburse a provider who
provides the authorized treatnment prior to the rejection of the claim

In establishing fees for nedical and other health care services,
the director shall consider the director's duty to purchase health care
in a prudent, cost-effective manner wi thout unduly restricting access
to necessary care by persons entitled to the care. Wth respect to
workers admtted as hospital inpatients on or after July 1, 1987, the
director shall pay for inpatient hospital services on the basis of
di agnosi s-rel ated groups, contracting for services, or other prudent,
cost-effective paynent nethod, which the director shall establish by
rul es adopted in accordance with chapter 34.05 RCW

(2) The director may establish procedures for selectively or
randomly auditing the accuracy of fees and nedical billings submtted
to the departnent under this title.

~-- END ---
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